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The Advent season is upon us. Here comes Christ-
mas — not only a time for celebrating the incarnation
of our Savior but also a time for inviting others to
worship and celebrate with us.

Advent starts with decking the halls, and all are
welcome to help dress the church for the Christmas
season on Saturday, Nov. 29, from 9:30 through the
morning till we sparkle. We are hoping some of our
younger folks will dive in to this fun project.

The sermon series for Advent will focus us on the
following themes:

Nov. 30 <> Hope

Dec. 7 <> Peace

Dec. 14 <> Joy

Dec. 21 <> Love
... a wonderful time to invite friends to our 10 a.m.
worship.

And Christmas Eve brings a candlelight service at 7
p.m. here in our sanctuary.

“Getting to know us”

Pastor Bob Manuel is welcoming folks who’ve
been attending CrossWay for a while to attend a two-
week class on Sunday, Dec. 1 & 8, at 11:30 a.m. to
learn more about the church, our denomination, and
the opportunities for spiritual growth. If you would
like to know more about all things CrossWay, please
attend these classes. Official church membership
is optional, though it does open the door for fuller
participation in our midst. The class is located in the
classroom off the lobby.

Ladies learning together

Thanks to the good graces of Marcy Greenhoe, our
ladies fill the church library on Tuesday afternoons to
study God’s Word together, this month concluding a
study of I & II Thessalonians. And developing strong
bonds of fellowship as a bonus. Ladies of all ages are
welcome.
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The “halls” are redy for deckingi will you
come and dress CrossWay for the celebration?

Let’s not keep Him to ourselves!

We are all excited about the Christmas events we’ll
share with family and with our fellow believers here at
CrossWay. But Jesus calls us to take His Good News
to those who do not yet know Him.

Will you join a team of Word-spreaders to announce
the Dec. 12-13 Evening in Bethlehem and invite church
neighbors to engage our Savior and His story with us
at CrossWay? A door-to-door invitation drop will go
into our neighborhood on Saturday, Dec. 6, meeting
at church at 10 a.m., concluding with a Noon lunch at
CrossWay. (Thanks, Samantha Montgomery!)

And, of course, we invite you to invite everyone
you know. Post cards are available in the lobby.

Coming Up at CrossWay Community

Sundays ¢ 9:30*M « Prayer, lobby classroom

Sundays « 10*M « Gather for worship together

Sundays ¢ 11:30"™ « Sunday School for all ages

Sat., Nov. 29 « 9:30*M « Decorating for Christmas

Sun., Dec. 1 & 8 » 11:30"M « New members class

Tues., Dec. 2,9, & 16 » 1™ « Ladies Bible study

Wed., Dec. 3 & 10 « 6™ « CrossWay Family Nights

Thurs., Dec. 4 & 18 « 6 ™ « Veurink/Le small group

Sat., Dec. 6 »« 9"M « Men’s breakfast © Bob Evans

Sat., Dec. 6 « 9°M « Women’s breakfast @ Russ’s

Sat., Dec. 6 * 10*M « Neighborhood EiB promo run

Mon., Dec. 9 « 6" « Elder meeting

Fri. & Sat., Dec. 12 & 13 ¢ 6:30 - 9™ « Evening in

Bethlehem

Wed., Dec. 17 » 6:30"™ « Christmas caroling at
Commonwealth

Wed., Dec. 24 « 7™ « Christmas Eve Candlelight Service



Be a blessing!

Let’s share Jesus and our
joy with our neighbors at
Commonwealth Senior Liv-
. ing, 3956 Whispering Way,
' just south of the church.

Gospel shoeboxes

: FEMETaES  Thank you, CrossWay!
: 4B This year we worked togeth-
er to pack and ship 45 boxes
for Samaritan’s Purse’s

88 Operation Christmas Child.
el Thanks to Linda Stevens

' and Dick Ritsema for serv- We’ll gather at church
ing us and the children. at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 17, and carpool to

Commonwealth to bring joy and Good News!

Along with our toys, school supplies, and personal care '
items, each box will contain a Gospel presentation, bring- Several dear folks from Commonwealth worship

ing joy for the day and even greater Joy for the ages! with us on Sundays, and it will be a treat to visit them!

Rome wasn’t built in a day, but Bethlehem (CrossWay style) was!

-

- ‘ Thanks to countless
- CrossWay folks,
all these pieces
came together,
preparing for our
major outreach event
“An Evening
in Bethlehem.”

Now, the fun begins,
with rehearsals and promotion,
including our neighborhood
information distribution.

We can all help get the word out
by “liking” the Bethlehem event
on the CrossWayGR facebook page
and inviting folks we find crossing
our paths this month ... neighbors,
friends, acquaintances.
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So, let’s say you go to one of your favorite restau-
rants. You talk to the hostess, and she informs you that
it will be at least an hour-and-a-half wait for a table.
Ninety minutes until you are seated. Would you like for
her to hold you a place in line as you wait? An hour and
a half. Perhaps even more. Then, most likely by the time
you are served, close to two hours have passed.

So, here’s the question. Do you wait, having her
hold you a place in line, or, do you go somewhere
else? Maybe you give up altogether, go home, and pop
a pizza in the oven? I suppose it would depend upon
your options and/or, how much you like this place.

If you were looking forward to eating at this favor-
ite restaurant and were waiting all week for the expe-
rience, you might say something like, “The wait will
be long, but it will be worth it.” Seeing that my title
to this month’s article is about Christmas and Advent
waiting, you probably have a good idea of where I'm
going with this column.

The past several weeks, as I have been thinking about
Advent, the theme of waiting has been at the forefront of
my thinking. What comes to your mind when you think
of the idea of waiting? Here’s somewhat of a rhetorical
question: “Do you like to wait?” I would suggest most of
us have a somewhat negative connotation that comes to
mind when we think of waiting. Then again, it depends
upon what or whom we are waiting for.

CeCe Winans, a popular gospel singer, has a beau-
tiful song titled, “Come Jesus Come.” Some of the
lyrics: “Sometimes I fall to my knees and pray, Come,
Jesus, come, Let today be the day. Sometimes I feel
like I'm gonna break, But I'm holding on, To a hope
that won 't fade. Come, Jesus, come, We 've been wait-
ing so long, For the day You return, to heal every hurt
and right every wrong.” I’ll let you look up the rest of
the lyrics, but with just the small amount I shared, 1
ask you, “Will it, will HE be worth the wait?”

Timely
Waiting . . .

The ability to wait it out at the restaurant depends,
in large part, on whether we have tasted and seen
whether or not the meals there are worth the wait. If
we have not enjoyed the cuisine, the dishes, the des-
erts, etc., there’s very little there by experience that
would bolster our ability and will to wait.

Same with Jesus, right? May I ask you, as I have
asked myself, “Have you feasted upon Jesus this
week? Is Jesus more than just an entrée described
on the menu of Scripture? Are you feasting upon
Him now? The analogy is simple: If we have tasted
and seen that the Lord Jesus is good (Ps.34:80;
Matt.26:26), the past taste alone of His grace and truth
will help us in our waiting for His Return.

It’s my conviction that very few of us, yours truly
included, consistently enjoy Jesus as much as we
could. Like a loving parent with a picky-eating tod-
dler, Jesus is much more interested and invested in
feeding us than we are in feasting on Him.

He’s not impatient. He’ll wait for you in your wait-
ing for Him.

Waiting can be hard. Waiting for Jesus has certainly
been long, as far as our perspective goes. (2 Pet.3:3-9)
Yes, as we wait, as the song suggests, “Sometimes I feel
like I'm gonna break . . . but I'm holding on to a hope
that won t fade.” Some Day our wait will be over.

Please, by His grace, I ask you to hold on. Jesus
is coming and He is coming soon, at least from His
vantage point! (2 Pet.3:8-9) He will keep the promise
of His return. Till that Day, if you are His follower and
have feasted on Him and are feasting on Him now, He
will hold your place in line. Your part? Keep waiting.
The feast will come. Jesus said, “When everything is
ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always
be with Me where I am.” (John 14:3 NLT). Indeed.
Come, Jesus. Come.



And S0, we prayed ...

November is the month during which we turn our
attention to our Christian family that lives under the
cloud of persecution. This year, we got together at the
Sunday School hour on Nov. 9. Our own Paul Samu-
elson led us in an hour of informed prayer, breaking
into small prayer circles from time to time.

Paul brought us insights through a video from In-
dia and faith stories from Africa. These dear ones had
been persecuted not by imprisonment but by the hor-
rific abuse they and their families had undergone at
the hands of their neighbors. Blessings came for some
" when God used their pain to expand the reach of the
Gospel, in some cases to these same neighbors. For
others, the blessing was in the comfort they received
from caring individuals who took the time to actively

listen and seek to heal thelr Wounds And, in one of the videos, the line of those who came to seek solace was
extraordinarily long.

Here’s the challenge, CrossWay: When you hear of persecution of Christians as well as those of the Jewish faith
on which our own journey stands, will you pray? Will you ask the Lord to follow our model Jesus in praying for those
who persecute our family, that His Word will penetrate their hearts and lead them to repentance? He answers prayers
such as these every day somewhere in the world when His messengers extend themselves to others, pray, and offer
hope by preaching the Good News.

Blessmg our emissaries e

Lord’s final words to His disciples: “‘A/l
. authority in heaven and on earth has

| been given to me. Go therefore and make
dlSCIples of all nations, baptizing them

| in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to

Thanks to all who have signed
Christmas cards for the several mission-
aries that CrossWay supports, both with
finances and with prayer and encourage- ;
ment. These dear ones are “all in” for
advancement of the Gospel, obeying our ﬂ

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” (Matthew
28:18 - 20) This adjuration is known as the Great Commission, and it applies to us all as heirs of the faith.

We send these cards with love and with prayers that our greetings will encourage our brothers and sisters
who labor in the Lord’s vineyard. It’s a chaotic world that can be perilous at times and places both near and far.

These frontline workers are responding to the marching orders of the King with wholehearted devotion. We .
at CrossWay collectively put a dent in their monthly financial needs. As you examine your heart during this
season when many are moved by the Reason for the Season to give above and beyond the usual to others, if you
find yourself wanting to bless a CrossWay frontline worker, please contact our Missions Coordinator Pam Reed
confidentially for the contact information that will direct your giving as your heart leads.

These frontline workers tend to entertain God-sized dreams and stretch themselves to accomplish much to
fulfill that Great Commission. Please consider adding them ... as well as our local church and our denomination
... to your giving list.

The very act of giving to the Kingdom will bring many blessings to your heart.

Merry Christmas!



