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“Taste and see...”

As we begin the new year, Pastor Bob Manuel will address the first few words of Jesus’s Great Commission

to His disciples: “Go, make disciples...

.” (Matthew 28:19) And then, the feast begins: history, biography, legal

texts, philosophy, theology, poetry, mystery, character studies, apologetics, prophecy, eschatology, even love
letters. There’s something for everyone’s favorite style on the non-fiction shelf, as Pastor Bob opens the Word

One Who saves us for
eternity. A feast...and,
perhaps, a treasure hunt.
Let’s prepare our hearts
to explore the most important book we can ever study
together.

God’s Holy Word, written for us that we might
know the greatness of our King and the plans He has
made for us as we embark on this new year.

Say goodbye to 2025:
It’s called “Games, Gab,
Grub” at 6 p.m. Wed., Dec.
31 — the perfect venue
for anticipating with your
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Family Nights:

Eating together, Cfozs\/(\l’afy fr§1e:nd§.ht
Learning together, D Ty TIipne
. | take us into the new year
Playing together! together weekly.

Adult focus for January will be “One Author or Artist
Everyone Should Know;” scheduled as follows:
1/7 “Wendell Berry” (Michael Stevens)
1/14 “C.S. Lewis” (Scott Montgomery)
1/21 “Charles Spurgeon” (Brendan Marchione)
1/28 “George MacDonald” (Ethan Stevens)

i\ When the Weather
,, . Outside I Frightful ;

We re pretty hardy at CrossWay, but if winter storms ever
do make calling off Sunday worship a necessity, we will post
the cancellation by 8 a.m. on a given Sunday on WOOD-TV
(www.woodtv.com/weather/closings) and on WCSG Radio,
91.3 FM (secure.wcsg.org/closings).
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with us in his new sermon series in which we’ll discover what the Spirit has
breathed into written words that introduce us to the One Who made us all and the

Bringing
the Good
News to new

friends

A special de-
light of this year’s
Christmas season
was the swansong
performance of
Gospel chalk artist
and CrossWay
friend Annette Doerr, |
who has been bring- | .
ing Bible studies and artistic messages to her neigh-
bors at Rivertown Ridge in Wyoming for nearly five
years. The rendering to her right began as a blank
sheet of paper and came to life with chalk, special
lighting, and a lot of energy in about a half-hour, ac-
companied by Christmas music, with a full party room
of guests to be blessed with her talent. You go, girl!

Coming Up at CrossWay Community

Sundays * 9:304M « Prayer, lobby classroom

Sundays ¢ 104M « Gather for worship together

Sundays ¢ 11:30AM « Sunday School for all ages

Wednesdays * 6™ ¢ CrossWay Family Nights

Sat., Jan. 3 » 94M « Men’s breakfast ® Bob Evans

Sat., Jan. 3 « 9°M « Women’s breakfast @ Russ’s

Tues., Jan. 6 « 1™ ¢ Ladies Bible study resumes weekly

Thurs., Jan. 8 & 22 « 6 ™ « Veurink/Le small group

Sat., Jan. 10 ¢« 10"M « Undecorating party

Mon., Jan. 12 « 6™ « Elder meeting

Sun., Jan. 18 ¢ 11:30"M « Semi-annual congregation
meeting




Still blessing. -

quickly organized by Samantha
Montgomery here at CrossWay
provided $900 that Matthew
delivered to our frontline worker
Kate upon his arrival for a confer-
ence, and she immediately pur-
chased art supplies for an immi-
P , L. nent outreach event.

Seems another partnering church has been 1nsp1red to assist in Kate’s launch of her new Budapest women’s
ministry Watercolor and the Word. Kate reports: “Over several weeks, women gathered to explore creativity
while deepening their connection with the Lord. Our largest session brought together 18 participants! This space
encouraged our ladies’ Bible Study and others to try something new while deepening faith. It strengthened our
church, inspired those sharing Jesus in the city, and showed how creativity can draw others to Him. Many par-
ticipants plan to use watercolor in classrooms, life groups, and beyond!” She says, “Creativity is opening new
doors for ministry— and we’re excited to see how God continues to work through it!”

Who knew that, when Matthew
Robles went to visit Budapest,
Hungary, in the spring of 2024,
the materials purchased with the
funds he brought along would still
~ have an impact?

The rummage sale that was so

Let us pray...
& For Kate’s husband Matyas as he continues to co-lead the men’s ministries;
& For mentorship of worship leaders in the start of 2026;

& For January 31 — Swahili Worship! — This is the 2" Swahili Worship Event!
Kate is mentoring them as they seek to draw East Africans to the Lord! Pray for
meaningful ways to connect and that those who attend find Jesus!

A beautiful
Advent . . .
CrossWay folks
take our
neighbors back
to the birth
of our Lord
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Happy New Year! I hope as we look back, but more
importantly, as we look ahead to this new year, we will
help one another in our following of and becoming
more like Jesus. Toward that end, I wanted to share
with you this month how I hope our new “Bible Over-
view” series will help us grow as His disciples.

In this series, each book of the Bible will receive
one sermon. That’s right, one sermon. Both Philemon,
which has one chapter, and the Book of Psalms, which
has 150 chapters, will receive one sermon.

The series will largely be driven by John 5:39-40
and Luke 24:27,32. We read: “And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Him-
self. ... They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts
burning within us while He talked with us on the road
and opened the Scriptures to us?’” (Luke 24:27, 32)
Then we have John, who wrote, quoting Jesus: “‘You
study the Scriptures diligently because you think that
in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scrip-
tures that testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to
Me to have life.””

Here are some of my hopes for this new series.
First, that we would gain an understanding of how the
canon of scripture (the 66 books of the Bible we Prot-
estants consider authoritative) as a whole fit together.
How are they related? What is the purpose of each
book? And, of course, how does each book prepare us
for a relationship with Jesus?

Besides the intellectual growth I hope we all gain
through the series, perhaps even more important is the
experiential heart-growth I hope happens to each of
us as we go through the series together. If we are not
careful, the study of scripture will not take us any fur-
ther than just cognitive agreement on certain doctrines
and proof-texts for our theology. We can become cold,
barren and proud in our knowledge of scripture.

Happy
New Year!

The knowledge of Scripture, though, as you know,
is not an end, but a means to the end of knowing God,
of loving God, of coming to Jesus for life.

If our hearts are not burning as we read the Scrip-
ture, as we hear it proclaimed, we are missing some-
thing. No, more precisely, we are missing Someone.

I pray, as this series unfolds, we will come to Jesus
and experience ever deepening levels of appreciation
and fellowship.

For our reflection, here is the Message paraphrase
of each passage. May it prepare us for our hearing of
the Word of God:

“You have your heads in your Bibles constantly be-
cause you think you’ll find eternal life there. But you
miss the forest for the trees. These Scriptures are all
about Me! And here I am, standing right before you,
and you aren’t willing to receive from Me the life you
say you want.” (John 5:39-40)

“Then He started at the beginning, with the Books
of Moses, and went on through all the Prophets, point-
ing out everything in the Scriptures that referred to
Him. ... Back and forth they talked. ‘Didn’t we feel on
fire as He conversed with us on the road, as He opened
up the Scriptures for us?’” (Luke 24 27, 32)



How can the church respond to persecution?
Commentary by Brad Brandon, published December 1, 2025, by The Washington Stand

Globally, Christians face an unprecedented surge in persecution. Over the last decade, violence and oppres-
sion targeting Christians have reached heights not seen in recent history. Last year alone, 380 million Christians
encountered what Open Doors describes as “high levels” of persecution, involving violence, attacks on property,
and displacement — 15 million more than the previous year, marking the highest figure ever recorded. Support-
ing this reality, Family Research Council reports a 740% increase in violent incidents against churches since
2018. This escalating persecution is nt hypothetical; it impacts hundreds of millions worldwide who identify as

followers of Jesus Christ.

For nearly a decade, I have actively addressed this troubling trend,
traveling extensively and engaging churches on the global persecution

of Christians.

Nowhere is this crisis more severe than in Nigeria. ...A video re-
cently surfaced of a Nigerian pastor pleading for international help
from a mass grave — noticeably absent was any request for help
from the American church. The painful reality is that many suffer-

ring Christians outside the US believe their appeals to
the American church often go unanswered.

Why is this the case? ... Upon reflection, I believe
the answer lies in the American church’s disconnect
from the reality of faith-based suffering. Most Ameri-
can Christians have practiced their faith freely, facing
little to no repercussions. As a result, this lack of per-
sonal experience with persecution leads to uncertainty
on how to respnd, and often, to inaction. Acknowledg-
ing the problem creates a sense of obligation, which
can feel overwhelming, causing many to avoid the
issue altogether.

To reverse this trend and become a meaningful sup-
port for suffering Christians globally, American Chris-
tians can take concrete actions that will truly make a
difference.

First, commit genuinely to prayer by individually
and collectively interceding for those suffering. This
could mean gathering small prayer groups, encourag-
ing pastors to lead congregational prayers, or using
online meeings, as I recently did with 70 participants.
If unsure how to begin, use a prayer guide for both the
persecuted and the persecutors.

Secondly ... intentionally raise awareness. This
starts by being aware ourselves. There are many great
organizations that provide good information on what’s
happening among persecuted Christians. They are
more than happy to send you newsletters and emails
to keep you updated on what is happening around the
world. ...To be informed is not passive; it’s active. To

help others be aware, each of us must take active steps
to be aware ourselves.

One great way is to participate in awareness op-
portunities [as they become available.] Attend events,
engage with panel discussions, and invite others to
join you in learning more about global Christian perse-
cution. ...

Last, and certainly not least, we should generously
support Christians who need our help. There are many
organizations doing a great job bringing aid to the
persecuted church. Make sure it’s a reputable organi-
zation that is doing the work on the field. Do your due
diligence by researching the organizations, and prayer-
fully seek God’s leading before you give.

These three tangible steps — committing to prayer,
raising awareness, and giving generously — can
empower every American Christian to directly impact
the lives of those suffering for their faith. By acting on
these practical suggestions, we can shift from silence
to action and become a genuine source of support for
persecuted Christians worldwide.

Brad Brandon serves as the founder and CEO of
Across Nigeria. For 20 years, he served in pastoral
ministry. For 10 years, he was a daily drive-time radio
talk show host for Salem Communications.

(The internet offers a host of organizations
that are addressing persecution of Christians.
Consult them prayerfully.)



