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Flying through the Bible

Though our pastor’s typical approach to preaching focuses on books of the Bible through months-long series,
Pastor Manuel announced late last year he will this year preach on the entire Bible — drilling down on one Book
each week. This will be a fine time to invite people you know who are seeking to know more about the Bible and
about its Author. Pray about whom you should ask to join us on Sunday morning. A lotta truth goin’ on!

Comin’up ...

We’ve scheduled a CrossWay Coffechouse for Friday,
Feb. 20, 7 p.m. here at church, featuring our homegrown
talent in music, art, poetry . . . your choice. Enjoy!
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Increase your knowledge of
the Bible and the Christian life
by attending CrossWay’s
11:30 a.m. adult Sunday School offerings.
Feb. 8 Vocation and the Christian Life
Feb. 15 Vocation and the Christian Life
Feb. 22 Missions: Mike & Kari/Black Forest Academy

Or chat with the Pastor about the sermon of the day...

Our Wednesday night
gatherings will start on Feb.
4 with Doug Groothuis on
Blaise Pascal, and on Feb.
11, Pastor Bob will speak
on Henri Nouwen — au-
thors you should know.

Then on Feb. 18, we
reset our menu from pizza
to soup and bread and begin our Lenten education
series, with Michael Stevens on the poet T.S. Eliot —
likely touching upon his poem titled “Ash Wednes-
day” for starters. On Feb. 25, Michael and friends
present on the paintings and etchings of Rembrandt.

i, When the Weather &
.+ Outside is Frightful ',

If winter storms ever make calling off Sunday worship a
necessity, we will post the cancellation by 8 a.m. on a given
Sunday on WOOD-TV (www.woodtv.com/weather/closings)
and on WCSG Radio, 91.3 FM (secure.wcsg.org/closings).
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Family Nights:
Eating together,
Learning together,
Playing together!

Getting down to business
We heard good news at our semi-annual business
meeting in mid-January. The finances of CrossWay are
in the best position anyone can remember. Glory be
to God! And may His kingdom be advanced through
wise decisions on the part of our leaders and benevo-
lence from all our family.

We voted in four new members (see below), and
we elected two lay members to the nominating com-
mittee (Samantha Montgomery & Penny Pullen) and
two to the audit committee (Alvin Alves & Annie
Lash). And we welcomed ministry reports.

We thank the Lord for building His church here.
Welcome to the family

During our semi-annual congregational meeting on
Sunday, Jan. 26, we welcomed four new members to
CrossWay, all of whom have been worshipping with
us for some time now. Thanks for joining us formally:
Dave & Robin Botma, Gary Shomsky and Nick Sparks.

Coming Up at CrossWay Community
Sundays * 9:30*M « Prayer, lobby classroom Sundays *
10M « Gather for worship together Sundays * 11:30*M
« Sunday School for all ages Tuesdays * 1" « Ladies
Bible study
Wednesdays * 6™ ¢ CrossWay Family Nights
Sun., Feb. 1+ Holy Communion during worship Sun.,
Feb. 1+ 11:30*M « Celebrating Mary Jane Weir Mon.,
Feb. 2 « 6°™ « Elder meeting
Thurs., Feb. 5 & 19 « 6 ™ « Veurink/Le small group
Sat., Feb. 7 » 9™ « Men’s breakfast @ Bob Evans Sat.,
Feb. 7 « 9AM « Women’s breakfast @ Russ’s Sun., Feb.
15 « Christian Baptism during worship Wed., Feb. 18 «
Ash Wednesday (Lent begins)

Fri., Feb. 20 « 7°M « CrossWay Coffee House
Sun., Feb. 22 « Deadline for Baby Bottle Campaign
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We are now three weeks into our Bible overview
series. This is where each book of the Bible gets one
sermon. Coming to Leviticus, we read: “The LORD said
to Moses, ‘Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and
say to them: Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am
holy.”” (Leviticus 11:44) Later on, in the New Testa-
ment, Peter quotes Leviticus: “But just as He who called
you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be
holy, because I am holy.”” (I Peter 1:15-16)

To many people, I would suggest, this call to be
holy sounds either like a quaint old-fashioned idea, or,
at the very least, like a call to legalistic self-righteous-
ness. Or, when we hear God’s call for us to live holy
lives, don’t you think many of us think or feel some-
thing like the following: “I’m not doing so hot in the
holiness area. This is a bit discouraging.”

In the overall arc of the teaching of scripture, what
I’d like to do here briefly is rather to encourage you.
Yes, God is serious in His call for us to be holy, so
serious, that (to borrow a phrase from our Brit friends)
He bloody well did something about it. When I re-
spond to such imperatives as “be holy because I am
holy” with even the slightest air of discouragement, I
try to remind myself of the following truths:

First, God tells me 7 already am holy, despite how

I feel or think about my daily walk with Jesus. I’ll say
that again. I already am holy. The book of Hebrews,
which is perhaps one of the finest commentaries we
have on Leviticus, reminds the New Covenant believ-
er: “For by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever
those who are being made holy.” (Hebrews 10:14) We
see in this marvelous verse our “positional” perfec-
tion of (already/past tense) of being made righteous
in God’s sight. We also see the practical expression
of this perfection: “Being made holy.” We also do this
because of the sacrifice of Jesus.

Yes, our efforts are involved. God 5 call to holiness
involves us becoming, over time, what we already are
in Jesus.

“Be Holy”

For sure, we will never be fully holy by practice,
but positionally, by our union with Jesus, we have
the privilege and honor of “working hard to show the
results of our salvation, obeying God with deep rever-
ence and fear. For God is working in us, giving us the
desire and power to do what pleases Him.” (Philippi-
ans 2:12-13 NLT)

Second, when I feel or think this call to holiness is
beyond me, I remind myself that when God does call
us to do or be something, He also empowers us toward
that end. That’s the idea behind the Philippians pas-
sage we just quoted.

Third, I remind myself that holiness/obedience to
God is consistent with the new heart He has given me.
And, because of partaking in the New Covenant in His
blood (Luke 22:20), I do have a pure heart. (Jeremiah
31:33; Ezekiel 36:26-27)

I remind myself of this: at the deepest part of who I
am (my heart), I want Him more than anything. I truly
do want to be holy. This desire for holiness is part of
the soft and pliable New Covenant heart I received
upon regeneration.

Fourth, I remind myself that when God calls me to
be holy, He, in effect, is calling me to see Him and en-
joy Him, which is the end goal of my salvation. I cling
to Jesus’s promise in Matthew 5:8: “God blesses those
whose hearts are pure, for they shall see God.”

Finally, what does this holiness, at least in part,
look like? I’'m glad you asked! We are told to “Work
at living in peace with everyone, and work at living
a holy life, for those who are not holy will not see the
Lord. Look after each other so that none of you fails to
receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous
root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting
many.” (Hebrews 12:14-15)

So, brothers and sisters, may we receive the grace
of God in our pursuit of the practice of holiness.



