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CrossWay Community Current
July 2026 AD

Sundays • 9:30AM • Prayer, lobby classroom
Sundays • 10AM • Gather for worship together
Tuesdays • 1PM • Neighborhood prayer walks
Wednesdays • 6PM • Family Night
Sat., July 4 • Independence Day – America 250!
Sat., July 11 • 9AM-Noon • Carwash & Bake Sale for 
				    South Sudan Relief 
Sat., July 11 • 12:15PM • Lunch with Persecution Project 
                                                     representative Ed Lyons
Sat., July 11 • 10AM • Membership class
Sun., July 19 • 11:30AM • Summer Missions @ CrossWay
Mon., July 13 • 6PM • Elder meeting
Notes: Ladies’ Bible Study is on hiatus for the summer;
monthly Dutch-treat breakfasts are not scheduled this 
month, as their date coincides with Independence Day

Coming Up at CrossWay Community

     The Sunday sermon series continues, book by book, 
as we search the whole Bible this year for the presence 
of the Messiah. Here’s the plan for this month:
		  July 5     Daniel (Pastor Manuel)
		  July 12   Hosea (Pastor Manuel)
		  July 19   Joel (Michael Stevens)
		  July 26   Amos (Michael Stevens)

By the Book

Rolling up our sleeves
     Sat., July 11, from 9 a.m. to 12 
Noon, we’ll be in CrossWay’s north 
end circle drive, washing cars and 
offering baked goods, all with a 
great purpose: seeking donations to 
provide shelter to Christian families 
who’ve had to flee the on-and-off 
30-year war in Sudan.
     Millions of our brothers and 
sisters have abandoned the capital, 
Khartoum, to seek freedom in the 
Nuba Mountains on the southern 
border of this wartorn region, where 
persecution against Christians has 
forced them from jobs and homes 
and threatened their lives.
     If you’re comfortable with QR
codes, we’ve got one for ya! It takes

     CrossWay’s goal for this ma-
jor fundraising effort is $15,000, 
which will cover the cost of 
providing emergency shelter kits 
for 250 families. The kits include a 
tent, a mosquito net, a cooking pot, 
and a pail for water. Very basic, 
but far preferable to spending the 
rainy season living in the mud 
under sparse trees.
      There are so many ways you 
can help: pray, bake, distribute 
publicity, wash cars, sell treats, 
bring your car for a good wash, 
and/or open your coffers. Invite 
your friends and neighbors to par-
ticipate, too!

you to CrossWay’s account designated on the website of the organization this event supports: 
Persecution Project Foundation. You can also donate by cash or check ... cash in an envelope 
marked “Persecution Project” or checks payable to CrossWay, with Persecution Project on the 
memo line; place them in the offering box. 
     And of course, we’d appreciate your supplying the products and equipment we’ll need for 
the day. The only anticipated cost to the church is the use of the water to wash those cars!
New officers

Need Pastoral help?
     During Pastor Manuel’s sabbatical (mid-July - August), 
Elder Michael Stevens will be available for pastoral care.

     Moving into our new fiscal year as a church, our 
Elder Board has elected new officers: Michael Ste-
vens, chairman; Jed Ostoich, vice-chairman; Robby 
Emmert, secretary; and Jeff Lash, treasurer. Please 
address your business with the board accordingly.



Our Christian brothers & sisters need us to help rescue them

The red area is the Nuba Mountains of South 
Sudan, where the Christian refugees have fled 
their persecutors in Sudan’s capital. The Lord 
has held back the rainy season for a time of 
preparation. Now is when these precious ones 
need our help! 

     You’ve heard of Hamas in Israel, Hezbollah in Leba-
non, Boko Haram in Nigeria. But have you heard of the 
war that’s been raging against Christians in Sudan for 
more than 30 years? The official regime in Khartoum is 
Islamist, with a goal of ridding the nation of Christians. 
Millions of Christians in Khartoum lost their jobs and 
their ability to feed their families. They have found a way 
to flee, and they have gone to their ancestral home of the 
Nuba Mountains There, they are experiencing freedom, 
but also a deep famine and a total lack of shelter. Fami-
lies are living under trees, watching their children die of 
starvation.

     A Christian non-profit organization from the US calling
itself Persecution Project arrived more than 30 years ago 
and stayed to help, even when the other non-governmental 
organizations left to flee the bombing. Persecution Proj-
ect provides two hospitals in the Nuba, they dig wells for 
clean water, they provide a therapeutic feeding program for 
infants and toddlers to bring them back from starvation,
and now they are engaged in a massive campaign to provide emergency shelters for internally displaced fami-
lies living under trees.

    These struggling people are our brothers and sisters, Christians who need our help to survive. It’s the rainy 
season in Nuba Mountains, but God has graciously held back the rain to allow Persecution Project to begin its 
rescue efforts. Even when the rains come, this organization has the heavy tractors that can get through the mud 
where there are no paved roads.

     Persecution Project’s goal: shelters for 600,000 families, costing 60 dollars each. Our part: $15,000 to save 
250 families. 

    What’s going on among the Sudanese has been called the world’s greatest — and least known –—
humanitarian crisis. Let’s join hands and do something about it, CrossWay.

Encouraging one another to good works
     As we labor together in the Lord’s vineyard, let’s take a brief time to rejoice over this 
word from Mission India:

     Aavani loved school and desired to do well, but until recently, she was only an average 
student. Then, her friend invited her to a local Children’s Bible Club. There, she received 
all the homework help she desired and was overjoyed. As she learned more about Jesus 

there, Aavani began to get excited in a whole new way. She brought a Bible home and read it whenever she 
could — despite the pain of her father’s disapproval.

     By the time Aavani’s year-long experience in Children’s Bible Club drew to a close, she surprised her school 
teacher by excelling in all of her exams, receiving the best grades in her school! That day, Aavani publicly testi-
fied that it was her new faith that had helped her excel, saying“Now I know my Lord Jesus Christ has been with 
me and has blessed my studies. I will remain faithful to Him alone.”

     We can pray for Aavani’s parents, that they will open their hearts to hearing about their daughter’s new faith.



Being 
Good Citizens

          I will be sharing with you on July 5 a sermon on 
Daniel. As I’ve been looking at that book, it occurred 
to me that we can learn a lot from Daniel, an exile from 
Judah who had been deported to Babylon. While I know 
the political parallels are not necessarily fully in line 
with our experiences as “exiles” (Heb. 11:13-16, James 
1:1, I Peter 1:1), I offer the following thoughts to help 
you work out in your own mind and life, what it might 
look like to serve God well in this country. 

     Whatever you think of America (yes, like any coun-
try, we have serious flaws), we too can bless this country 
the most by serving God first, in this way imitating Dan-
iel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. (Dan. 1:7) 

     We are exiles, yet we can serve this country well. 
Daniel chapter 1. Read also Jer. 29:4-9. One clear way 
we can serve this country that we see in both Daniel 
and Jeremiah — and in the Apostle Paul in the New 
Testament — is to pray for our country and its leaders. 
(Jer. 29:7; I Tim. 2:1-2) And please, don’t just pray for 
our leaders when “your guy/gal” is in office and grum-
ble and complain when the “other side” is in power. 
Pray always for our leaders. 

     It’s okay to question the king’s commands. (Dan. 
2: 15) Yes, while we are to faithfully pray for our lead-
ers, we must not give blind allegiance to any of our 
political leaders. 

     Let the king know he’s not THE King. (Dan. 2:46-
47; 4:24-27) Again, these passages in Daniel are pre-
cursors of the truth we see fleshed out in the New Testa-
ment. Always remember we are citizens of a Kingdom 
(Phil. 3:20) whose King once said to Pilate:  “You would 
have no power over me if it were not given to you from 
above.” (John 19:11) See, too, Daniel 2:37. 

     Don’t idolize the king. (Daniel 3) While I think we 
are often too quick to criticize our leaders, this doesn’t 
mean we must also blindly defend them when they are 
in the wrong. 

     Be willing to die for THE King. (Dan. 3:16-30) 
When we read this account in Daniel 3 and the next story 
of Daniel interpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, our 
hope and prayer for our ultimate allegiance to King Jesus 
is that this would be a testimony of His greatness. 

     Serve the king well. (Honesty, integrity, skill) This 
is just a general principle I see running throughout the 
entire Book of Daniel. 

     Don’t disengage from culture, but also don’t 
expect a “Christian” culture. Yes, I know, this sug-
gested insight can lead us into all sort of muckiness. I 
acknowledge the tension here. What I see in the Book of 
Daniel are servants of God who first serve God well in 
the system and culture they find themselves in, and by 
doing so, leave any results of a “changed country” in the 
hands of God. Apart from what we see in Dan. 3:16-18 
with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s civil disobedi-
ence and Daniel’s questioning of the king’s command to 
execute the wise men of Babylon (Dan. 2:24), most of 
the change we see in the pagan kings comes as a direct 
result of the exiles’ obedience to God, not directly from 
the exiles’ attempt at changing the country. 

     Ideally, we can do both at the same time — pursue 
godliness and then our political engagement flows 
from and is an expression of our pursuit of God first. 
Just don’t put the cart of legislation before the horse 
of a cross-bearing commitment to Jesus. I suppose if 
I had to pick a few salient scriptures from Daniel that 
would guide me to best serve this flawed yet beloved 
country I find myself in, it would be the following: “If 
we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 
serve is able to deliver us from it, and He will deliver 
us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if He does not, 
we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have 
set up.” (Dan. 3:17-18) 

     And then, Daniel’s words to King Darius after he 
was unjustly thrown inthe the lions’ den, but then God 
delivered him: “May the king live forever! My God 
sent His angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. 
They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent 
in His sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before 
you.” (Dan. 6:21-22) 



Gathered at CrossWay . . . scores of 
devoted volunteers from churches 
across West Michigan to enjoy fel-
lowship and be inspired – and they 
were! – by the testimony of a young 
man whose life was rescued forever 
by the truth of the Gospel, brought 
to him in his childhood by the faith-
ful ministry of Samaritan’s Purse: 
Operation Christmas Child.

Alex Nsengimana, welcomed 
to CrossWay by Elder Mi-
chael Stevens and Pastor Al-
phonse, who leads the Rwan-
dan-American church that 
worships here on Sundays. 



“Thank you to everyone who participated and helped bring the rummage sale together; this would not have been 
possible without your support. We are grateful for the outpouring of donations, the marketing efforts, the sup-
plies provided, the setup of the Venmo account, and the many volunteers who helped on the day of the sale and 
with transporting unsold items to the donation center.

“Beth Murphy also provided Gospel of John booklets to offer to our shoppers. We had a steady turnout through-
out the day and successfully raised $1,290 for the summer family camping trip. Thank you!”

Our ‘Left-overs’ offer blessing 
for the families of CrossWay 
... from your attic to a major 
fundraising effort supporting a 
family get-away this summer. 

Thank you, 
	 CrossWay!

Message 
from 

Samantha 
Montgomery, 
organizer of 
the sale . . .



Summer missions at CrossWay
     We kicked off our summer missions presentations on 
Sun., June 7, with a double header and some exciting news. 
Our guests from LifeTV/Pakistan, Diane and Denis, an-
nounced that the Lord has blessed their lengthy efforts to 
gain rights to The Chosen, big time. They can now use their 
satellite time to bring Season 2 of this popular TV series into 
several countries with translation into local languages. 

     They look forward to hiring new responders to address 
the feedback they’ll soon be getting. Want to support their 
efforts? Check with CrossWay Missions Coordinator Pam Reed for information.

     The second presentation for the day was an update from our partners in the Middle East, who were home in 
the states for a brief visit and made a point of coming to Grand Rapids to meet with us at CrossWay. They’ve 
been learning the local language, building relationships, and connecting with people of their faith to support 
each other. Their outreach involves planting spiritual seeds and counting on the Lord to bring growth. 

     They seek our prayers for new believers to persevere in their faith, find ways of joining together in commu-
nity, and lean on the Lord for courage in tough situations, especially in their family life.

     Then, at the end of the month, our friends Kate and 
Matyas began their home furlough months with a visit to us 
at CrossWay.

     They are a vital part of EFCA/ReachGlobal’s Budapest 
City Team in Hungary, where they work to strengthen the 
international church as tech and worship leaders. 

     Matyas is also active in a group organized by Men’s Alli-
ance, which engages men in outdoor activity together, offer-
ing life changing challenges that can eventually lead to faith.

     They seek prayer for fruitful relationship building 
during their five months of reconnecting with support-
ers in the U.S., for the Budapest City Team during their 
absence to remain strong in their mission, and for the 
hearts of Hungarians to turn toward the Lord, in a na-
tion where an estimated 3% of the population walk with 
the Lord.

     If the Lord places their ministry on your heart, 
please pray for them and consider financially support-
ing them. 

  Missions this month
     Sat., July 11, Ed Lyons of Persecution Proj-
ect will bring us current information about the 
humanitarian crisis in Sudan at a pizza lunch 
following the Car Wash, at around 12:15 p.m. 
in the South Wing gym, All are welcome!

     Then, Sun., July 19, at 11:30 a.m., Tom Narwold’s son 
Matt will bring stories of his ministry as a missionary and 
now a pastor serving in Germany. 

     Put it on your calendar now so you won’t miss this op-
portunity!


