August 2026 AD

CrossWay Community Current

an Evangelical Free Church
: 3950 Burton SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 « 616.949.5690

AED-equipped, wheelchair accessible « www.crosswaygr.com e crossway.communitygr@gmail.com

In our midst

We came together joyful-
= ly with supplies and baked

§ goods for the event, armed
with “Save the Date” cards
and “Africa Messenger”
newsletters, the latter inform-
' ing us of the depth of the
crisis facing our family in
. wartorn Sudan.

God began to move in a
special way through Cross-
Way in mid-June when a
team of members called on
the congregation to go the
extra mile on behalf of hun-
dreds of suffering Christians
in Sudan through a car wash
and bake sale on July 11.

Volunteers distributed cards and flyers for display at many establishments in the area, and friends were alert-
ed to the dire need of Christians to receive the emergency shelter kits for which we determined to raise money,
through the tireless work in Sudan of the Persecution Project Foundation (www.persecutionproject.org). The
Lord blessed countless volunteers with beautiful weather on the big day, and we took in $1004 in donations
from our customers, who kept us busy for three full hours, plus.

After a quick cleanup, we adjourned to the South Wing gym, where we enjoyed pizza and were informed
and further motivated by Ed Lyons, PPF’s director of ministry advance, who had graciously waved signs and
washed cars with us all morning. Ed has volunteered to return on September 20 for the Sunday School hour, in
case you missed it, and to give us a further update.

Reachmg out to our neighbors

Way to go, CrossWay! Once again, you an-
swered the call and provided 409 notebooks and
- 200 crayon sets as our contribution to the back
. packs our Camelot Community partner church-
2@ es put together to bless Ridge Park Academy
vavy students at a July 25 block party that included
| acookout and games. Several CrossWay folks
engaged in meaningful conversation with the
students’ parents, who have come to Grand
Rapids from Latin America, the Middle East
and East Africa.

Coming Up at CrossWay Community

Sundays ¢ 9:30*M « Prayer, lobby classroom
Sundays ¢ 10*M « Gather for worship together

By the Book

The Sunday sermon series continues, book by book,
as we search the whole Bible this year for the presence Sundays * 6™ « Prayer meeting

of the Messiah. Here’s the plan for this month: Tuesdays * 1™  Neighborhood prayer walks
August 2 Obadiah (Michael Stevens) Wednesdays * 6" « Family Night
August9  Jonah (Cody Hinkle) Sat., Aug. 2 « 94M « Ladies breakfast at Russ’s
August 16 Micah (Jeff Lash) Sat., Aug. 2 * 9°M ¢« Men’s breakfast at Bob Evans
August 23 Nahum (Jed Ostoich) Tues., Aug. 3 * 7*M- 8™ « Primary Election

August 30 Habbakuk (Scott Montgomery) Mon., Aug. 10 « 6™ « Elder meeting



A beautiful
Saturday
morning ...
well spent
for the Lord’s
work
in Sudan ...

families of
CrossWay

Teamwork and
community outreach
in a good cause ...
all in the Name

of our precious Lord!

AMEN!




For the
Pastor

by Michael
Stevens

\

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As I fill in for Pastor Bob this month, my thoughts
have often been on the realm of poetry as we move
through the minor prophets together. I’ve been
privileged for 30 years to have a day job teaching great
works of the poetic tradition. Just this past year, I was
able to walk through Homer’s /liad, Virgil’s Aeneid,
Beowulf, Dante’s Divine Comedy and a few of Chau-
cer’s Canterbury Tales with my 9™ and 10™ graders,
and we haven’t even gotten to poetry in modern En-
glish yet! I can’t wait to do Shakespeare’s Sonnets with
them (“Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?/

Thou are more lovely and more temperate...” by

the way, beware of flattery!), or the wonder of John
Keats’s lovely Odes, written as he was dying of TB in
his mid-20s. (“Darkling I listen, and for many a time I
have been half in love with easeful Death...”), or the
aching loneliness of T.S. Eliot’s modernist verse (“I
should have been a pair of ragged claws,/ Scuttling
across the floors of silent seas”).

Indeed, poetry has been called the attempt to make
universal ideas concrete through language’s tools of
sound and imagery. There are things that we can’t
quite articulate in common phrasings, that need the
catapult of rich and metaphorical language to fling
their meaning high into the air. (And now I’'m waxing
poetical — not good in a prose paragraph, perhaps!)

Well, all this time thinking and reading and preach-
ing in the prophetic Books of the Old Testament has
renewed my understanding and admiration for God,
the LORD of heaven and earth, as a poet.

Scholarly opinion varies a bit, but it seems that
between one-third and one-half of the entire Old Tes-
tament is written in poetry. (The difference has to do
with how one takes what our resident Hebraist Cody
Hinkle calls “heightened language” in various pro-
phetic and narrative passages — see Cody for more on
that topic.)

From
the Professor’s Pen

Something is going on between God and us, the hu-
man audience; He wants to communicate to us beyond
declarative statements of truth or straight-forward his-
torical accounts. He wants to bring abstract ideas into
embodiment. He wants to make the language lovely or
frightening or ethereal or earthy, because, well, because
He is a God of imagination and emotion and intimacy.

Just a few spots in the Book of Amos (for which
I’m preparing a sermon as [ write this) show this care,
this extravagance, this richness of language at work.

At times, it is troubling: “As a shepherd rescues
from the lion's mouth only two leg bones or a piece
of an ear, so will the Israelites living in Samaria be
rescued...” (3:12) That’s not a very reassuring simile
of rescue! But at other times, the imagery uplifts and
ennobles the reader: “But let justice roll on like a river,
righteousness like a never-failing stream” (5:24) —
another simile, this time redolent with hope, such that
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., one of America’s
greatest orators, turned to it multiple times, including
in the famed “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” speech
he gave the day before he was killed.

And that sense of the unacceptability of injustice
that suffuses the Book of Amos emerges in other,
heart-rending images, such as the accusation against
Israel for “buying the poor with silver and the needy
for a pair of sandals, selling even the sweepings with
the wheat.” (8:6) The pettiness would be laughable,
were it not tied in with the gross devaluing of human
life and truth.

But Amos ends with poetry that promises much in
a Messianic future that will restore hope along with
justice and righteousness: “In that day I will restore
David’s fallen shelter — I will repair its broken walls
and restore its ruins — and will rebuild it as it used to
be... .” (9:11) We feel God’s message as well as under-
stand it here, because He offers us that gift of poetry to
communicate with us as He made us, fully human,
nuanced, imaginative, subjective as well as objective,
creatures of words and images, given us by our Maker.

Now, that’s something to write a celebratory poem
about!



Summer missions at CrossWay

We met a new friend in Ed Lyons, the director of mission advance for Persecution
Project Foundation (PPF) in July, when he visited Grand Rapids from Virginia to
grace us with his presence at our fundraising event for his organization. Hosted by
Matthew Robles, he started out waving signs across the street and then joined the
car washing crew for the morning. Once we’d cleaned up, Ed enjoyed pizza (thanks,
Cody!) with us in the South Wing and gave us the background of the plight of our
Christian brothers and sisters in Sudan, fleeing to the Nuba Mountains away from
Khartoum to seek freedom to support their families.

PPF has been “on the ground” in the Nuba for more than 30 years, providing
fresh water wells, medical care, therapeutic feeding programs during famine (a cur-
rent condition), hygiene kits, solar-powered Bibles in indigenous languages, and

buses to transport Christians fleeing the capital. All of this service has been faithfully brought to Sudan during
the extensive civil wars between radical factions that have torn that North African country apart and displaced
around six million Christians.

PPF’s “Africa Messenger” newsletter is available at CrossWay with greater detail and can become a tool
for witnessing, as their work demonstrates the love of Jesus for His people. We at CrossWay have added a new
chapter to our own faith journeys. When folks ask what you’ve been up to lately, you can boast of the work
the Lord has done through your church in converting a community event into funding emergency shelters for
persecuted Christians overseas. Hand out the “Save the Date” cards with the QR code, along with the informa-
tive “Africa Messenger” newsletter, and ask if your friend would like to donate to such an urgent cause. Ways to
donate: the QR code on the card and at right, or a check addressed to CrossWay with Persecution Project Foun-
dation noted on the memo line. Feel free to share the info online, as well. E]:

So far, that $1,004 “take” at the car wash has been augmented by CrossWay and
friends’ donations which have grown like a mustard bush from a tiny seed and now stands
at $9,700.

“What is impossible with man is possible with God.” — Luke 18:27 E] RN T
And then, there was Matt!

Our own Tom and Verna Narwold had the privilege in July of a lengthy visit from
their son Matt’s family of seven from Germany. Matt is pastoring an international
church in Chemnitz, having previously been a missionary with Y WAM in that area.
(Thanks to the Alves family for hosting the younger Narwolds during their visit.)

So, we put Matt to work on his vacation, welcoming him to inform us of his work.
Building a team of leaders from various cultural backgrounds and leading worship with
translation into several languages, he thinks of the challenges as blessings, as his con-
gregation is learning to worship together despite their differences because their worshlp

centers around one Truth. At the same time, the team is cautious to avoid becoming
grouped according to culture of origin. They work intentionally to incorporate new people into their midst. They
are learning to celebrate their unity. What a blessing to get to know, if only briefly, this dedicated family of a cou-
ple of our own.

Check out our frontline workers

You’re welcome to get involved in missions, from the ease of your kitchen table, by joining a prayer & com-
munications support team any time. CrossWay Missions will have a table display at CrossWay’s Ministry Fair
in September in the South Wing gym. Stop by and pick up some information to help you get involved in further-
ing the Great Commission.



Time for an update!

é% rea c h g I o ba I Offering short-term missions opportunities for those who want to

crisis response serve people following crisis in the United States, this arm of the
Evangelical Free Church, our denomination, raises support and deploys volunteers to help distressed people of
any or no faith during their time of need. Our own Dennis and Marie Veurink recently spent a week in North
Carolina, working as part of a team that joined together from other states to assist the
ReachGlobal facilitators, Peter and Debra Bors (pictured, right), in practical service
and trauma care. The Borses have visited CrossWay and have offered to return to
provide us with trauma care training that we could put to use on an EFCA team or
locally to address a need in a nearby community. Please see Pam Reed if interested in
this training and service possibility.

Here's the current funding for some of the responses on the U.S. roster:
Texas Hill Country Flooding (2025) — Goal: $200,000; Raised to date: $163,367.
Hurricane Helene Response, in North Carolina — Goal: $700,000; Raised to date: $664,516.

Hawaiian North Shore Response (catastrophic flooding) — Goal: $20,000; Raised to date: $550.
Here's the current funding for some of the responses on the international roster:

South Asia Flood Response — Goal: $85,000; Raised to date: $565.

Venezuela Earthquake Response — Goal: $30,000; Raised to date: $30,190.

Ukraine Response — Goal: $3,000,000; Raised to date: $2,131,411.

Philippine Earthquake Response — Goal: $90,000; Raised to date: $1,750.

Philippine Typhoon Response — Goal: $100,000; Raised to date: $24,788.

What you might not know about the Venezuela earthquakes
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We heard about it on the news ... but
could we truly imagine what the people
of Venezuela — already distressed with
. uncertainty about their government —

- endured on June 247 Not one but two

vak carthquakes in the same 24 hours, one at

% 7.2 and another at 7.5 magnitude, top-

pling buildings in northern Venezuela and

| crippling already fragile infrastructure,

including the airport and local highways.

@ Imagine the challenge for response teams

seeking to reach the beleaguered families.

Among the relief agencies responding

L to the disaster was our denomination’s

ReachGlobal Crisis Response, whose lead-
g 3 = = - ership quickly connected with local

leaders in the Evangehcal Free Church of Venezuela [yes there is one, planted by EFCA missionaries long ago],

which has several local churches right there in the regions affected by the quakes.

ReachGlobal Crisis Response is committed to providing practical help and the hope of the Gospel to these
churches and communities in their time of unfathomable need.



Update on a local ministry partner

“Every day we are open, a life is saved.” Thus declares the PRC

of Grand Rapids, a/k/a Pregnancy Resource Center.

Saved in more ways than one. An expectant mother in distress
who visits the PRC in downtown Grand Rapids is offered not only
the real facts about the baby in her womb — and even an opportu-

nity to see her baby via ultrasonography — but also the truth of the ~
Gospel of Jesus Christ. -
by (R
Since the PRC opened its doors in 1985, the ministry reports, it - =

has fostered 5,827 decisions for births of new lives and 4,189 deci-
sions for welcoming Christ into the lives of these questioning moms.
Total “patient and client contacts™: 238,665. And since 1995, the

agency has offered proactive education in healthy living.

For our part, one of our members is on staff at the PRC, another
member regularly donates boxes of diapers, and our congregants dig
deep every winter for the annual “baby bottle” fund drive, donating collections of change, cash and checks
around the time of Sanctity of Human Life Day in late January. We also promote the PRC’s annual Walk for Life
in June, the ministry’s golf outing in September, and the annual “gala” banquet in November.

The ministry opens its doors — and its loving arms — to moms who are in distress. Many are confused about
their unexpected role as a mother; many are pressured; all need someone to come alongside with truth and hope.
PRC fills an urgent need and stands in the gap to save innocent little lives and give courage to desperate moms.

Worth a visit to the cinema? Check this out ...

Looking for something uplifting to watch with the
family this summer? The sun-soaked months ahead are
packed with faith-forward films that bring inspiring
stories, Biblical history, heartfelt comedy and messag-
es of hope to the big screen. ...

Here’s a look at [some] of the most anticipated
faith-based and family-friendly movies arriving in
theaters this summer and early fall.

Young Washington [nearly at the end of its run]

As America celebrates its 250™ birthday, Young
Washington invites audiences to rediscover the lit-
tle-known story of George Washington before he
became the nation’s first President. Directed by Jon
Erwin, the historical drama stars William Frank-
lyn-Miller as the future Founding Father, alongside
Kelsey Grammer, Ben Kingsley, Andy Serkis and
Mary-Louise Parker.

Rather than focusing on Washington’s greatest
victories, the film explores the failures, hardships and
personal struggles that shaped his character. While not
explicitly faith-based (and rated PG-13 for some vio-
lence), the film highlights the values of perseverance,
courage and servant leadership, making it an inspiring
choice for families.

Excerpt from commentary by Leah M. Klett,
published by The Christian Post

Elijah Peel (in theaters Aug. 14)

Inspired by writer and producer Kevin Sepe’s own
journey from addiction to faith, Elijah Peel tells the sto-
ry of a rock star whose life is transformed after a heart
attack forces him into recovery. While in rehab, he
forms an unlikely friendship with a terminally ill young
girl whose unwavering faith challenges everything he
believes about hope and healing. Featuring Kevin Sor-
bo and an original rock soundtrack, the film focuses on
redemption rather than destruction, offering an uplifting
reminder that no one is beyond God’s reach.

Beyond Belief (in theaters Aug. 28)

Set against the backdrop of the 1980s Christian rock
movement, Beyond Belief follows a talented young mu-
sician wrestling with God’s calling on his life. The film
features the music of legendary Christian rock band
Petra and has been officially endorsed by Petra found-
er Bob Hartman and lead singer John Schlitt. Starring
social media star Carson Lueders in his feature-film
debut, the coming-of-age story explores the themes of
obedience, purpose and trusting God’s plan even when
it leads in unexpected directions.



