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Welcome back, Pastor Bob!

& Thanks to those who filled our pulpit this summer!

September brings back
traditions at CrossWay ...

The men of the church — including teen boys — are
invited to breakfast together at Bob Evans, 5190 28" St.
SE, Grand Rapids, on the first Saturday of the month,

9 a.m. till whenever. And the ladies of the church — in-
cluding teen girls — are invited to breakfast together at
Russ’s, west on 28" St. at the same time. Dutch treat in
both cases, good food and fellowship. No RSVP needed.

And, of course, we will be resuming children’s
church during our service and Sunday School for chil-
dren and for adults at 11:30 a.m. Plan to stay!

Ladies Bible study resumes
Ladies of CrossWay are invited to gather on Tues-
days at 1 p.m. at church for fellowship, Bible study
and discussion, this fall guided by a book by Sheila
Walsh, The Hope of Heaven: How
the Promise of Eternity Changes
Everything. The weekly gathering
r | is a good opportunity to get to
HL A know other ladies in the church
better or even to introduce a
friend or two to CrossWay. And,

of course, the study itself offers a
boost to your spiritual life.

By the Book

Pastor Bob Manuel’s Sunday sermon series contin-
ues, book by book, as we search the whole Bible this
year for the presence of the Messiah. Here’s the plan for
this month, completing our look at the Old Testament
and presented by Pastor Bob himself:

September 6 Zephaniah ;
SUNDRY

THE HOPE OF

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
CHANGES EVERYTHING

SHEILA WALSH

September 13 Haggai
September 20 Zechariah
September 27 Malachi

— MINISTRY FAII

Cqme and find a place to serve!

The first two weeks of our adult Sunday School
hour will feature our annual Ministry Fair, when the
various ministries of the church offer a display of their
work and an opportunity for CrossWay folks to enlist
in activities that gird our church and reach out to those
in need of a Gospel witness. Plan now to stay after
worship on Sept. 13 & 20.

Also on Sept. 20 — a very special guest is coming
back to CrossWay: Ed Lyons from Persecution Proj-

ect Foundation will be coming to us from Virginia to
update us on the crisis in Sudan and on the support
CrossWay folks — and our carwash/bakesale cus-
tomers — sent this summer to rescue those who have
been driven from their homes by attacks on Christians
during the north African country’s ongoing civil war.
You won’t want to miss the good news of our steward-
ship for those in desperate need.
Family Nights:
M Eating together,
WEDNESDAY Learning together,
Playing together!
Coming Up at CrossWay Community
Sundays ¢ 9:30*M ¢ Prayer, lobby classroom
Sundays ¢ 104M « Gather for worship together
Sundays ¢ 6"™ ¢ Prayer meeting
Tues. Sept. 8, 15,22, 29 « 1™ « Ladies Bible Study
Tuesdays * 1™ ¢ Neighborhood outreach walk
Wednesdays ¢ 6™ ¢ Family Night
Thurs., Sept. 3 « 6™ « Elder meeting
Sat., Sept. 5 ¢ 9°M ¢ Ladies breakfast at Russ’s
Sat., Sept. 5 « 94M « Men’s breakfast at Bob Evans
Sun. Sept. 13 ¢ 11:30*M « Ministry Fair
Sun. Sept. 20 ¢ 11:30*M « Summer Missions at Cross-
Way, with Ed Lyons, Persecution Project Foundation
Sept 18  Pregnancy Resource Center golf outing



The latest book by Doug Groothuis

From the back cover:

A Biblical Responsae Lo
Cammeon Cultural Lies

Learn how to refuse lies, refute error, and reestablish trust:

Post-truth, Al deep fakes, truthiness, propaganda, alternative facts, true for you but
not for me — the concept of truth has been taking a beating for decades, but in recent
years it feels as though we may have moved beyond the point of no return. Not only are
our concepts of truth not aligned with Biblical teachings, but they are also patently out of
step with objective reality. Where do we go from here?

" TAKING

*K TRUTH

DOUGLAS CROCTHLIS

With a strong desire to help readers discern truth from error, senior apologist Douglas
Groothuis explores our culture’s deficient view of truth and clearly explains the nature of
truth, how to know if something is true, and how to bring truth to bear on some of the

most pressing issues of our times. Pointing us back to a Biblical worldview as the foundation of our understand-
ing of truth, this honest examination of common cultural lies will equip you to:

» Identify and resist ideologies based on personal opinion and false premises
» Clearly discuss hot-button topics such as race, gender, abortion and human value, morality, and more
» Help your friends, family, and others in your sphere of influence recover truth in a relativistic society

Douglas Groothuis, PhD, is distinguished research professor of apologetics and Christian worldview at
Cornerstone University. He is the author of numerous books, including Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive
Case for Biblical Faith. [He and his wife Kathleen can frequently be found in the congregation at CrossWay!]

Cinematics, this month

Looking for something uplifting to watch with the
family this summer? The sun-soaked months ahead are
packed with faith-forward films that bring inspiring
stories, Biblical history, heartfelt comedy and messag-
es of hope to the big screen. ...

Here’s a look at [some] of the most anticipated
faith-based and family-friendly movies arriving in
theaters this month.

Daniel and the Fiery Furnace [in theaters Sept. 18]
One of Scripture’s most beloved stories come to
life in this sweeping Biblical epic starring Mena Mas-

soud as Daniel and Elijah Alexander as King Nebu-
chadnezzar. Directed by brothers Matthew and Daniel
Kooman, the film follows Daniel’s rise in Babylon
while highlighting the courage of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego as they refuse to compromise their faith
in the face of death.

The filmmakers previously shared with The Chris-
tian Post how they worked closely with pastors,
theologians, and Biblical historians to ensure Biblical
accuracy. Their hope, they said, is to introduce a new
generation to one of the Bible’s most enduring stories
and help audiences find the courage to share their
faith, no matter the cost.

Excerpt from commentary by Leah M. Klett,
published by The Christian Post

No Limbs, No Limits: The Nick V Story
(in theaters Sept. 25)
This inspiring documentary offers the most intimate
portrait yet of evangelist Nick Vujicic, tracing his jour-
ney from childhood bullying and despair to becoming
one of the world’s most influential Christian speakers.

Through archival footage and personal interviews,
the film explore themes of perseverance, surrender,
and finding purpose despite unimaginable obstacles.
Rather than promising easy answers, Vujicic said his
story highlights God’s faithfulness through suffering
and wants to encourage audiences to believe that even
broken lives can become powerful testimonies of hope.

“We all have a story,” he said. “And God can use
us all.”

NICK VUJICIC

THE MAN BORN WITHOUT LIMBS
WHO TAUGHT THE WORLD

HOW TO LIVE WITHOUT LIMITS




St

For starters, let me simply say “thank you” for
allowing me some time away! This was the fourth and
most likely last of the sabbaticals you have graced my
family and me with over the years. They always come
at a good time.

I really didn’t do a whole lot (that’s kind of the
point!). Mostly I read, walked, hiked, did a few proj-
ects around the house and, through it all, tried to
listen. Sometimes I think I am getting better at listen-
ing to God over the years, but I still have a lot to learn
in listening to a triune God of Father, Son, and Spirit.
I’11 list here a few of the things I have been learning/
re-learning, with a few suggestions on how these re-
flections might benefit you as well.

First, I have a seemingly inexhaustive need to “jus-
tify”” myself before God and others. I don’t think I'm
alone in this. Even in the writing of this article, report-
ing on my sabbatical, I want to “justify” my time away.
I need to list the “lessons™ I learned, the fruit I bore
while away and will bear now that I’'m back in the sad-
dle. I need to show my worth, to justify my existence.

God, though, in His kindness, keeps reminding
me of a few things. Jesus alone justifies me. I grasp
His justification by faith, as He was “delivered over
to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
Justification.” (Rom. 4:25) This justification gives
me “peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through Whom we have gained access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the
hope of the glory of God.” (5:1-2) Because of Jesus,
I’m okay with God! I’'m made right with Him. Justifi-
cation reminds me I have peace with God and the hope
of glory. As God looks at me, I am already glorified
(Rom. 8:30) and inseparably connected to Him in
love! (Rom. 8:39) I need to be reminded of this daily.

Sabbatical
reflection

Second, and connected to justification, I need to be
reminded that sabbatical is about the “land” (Lev. 25),
resting, producing nothing. It has been said, “If you
can’t do nothing for God, you cannot do anything for
God.” Think in terms of abiding before there is any
kind of fruit-bearing. (John 15:5-8)

Take a breath. How does this saying sit with you?
Sabbath/sabbatical is not about what you do but about
who you are before God and connecting with Him on
a deeper level whether or not it “produces” anything
at the time. We must learn to honestly ask ourselves,
“Who am I apart from what [ produce?” Am [ more
(or less) valuable and loved by God in direct con-
nection with my productivity? Yes, we are called to
do good works (Eph.2:8-10) but we must never find
our sense of value or identity in our good works. My
greatest hope is that my life will increasingly be built
around and expended for the sake of Jesus and His
Gospel. That is my hope in and through ongoing “sab-
batical.” (Matt.11:28-30)

I close with some words from Tim Keller, one of
my favorite preachers as he touched upon the implica-
tions of the power of the Gospel in our lives:

“My self-view is not based on any view of myself
as a moral achiever. In Christ [ am simul iustus
et peccator — simultaneously sinful and lost yet
accepted in Christ. I am so bad he had to die for
me and I am so loved he was glad to die for me.
This leads me to deeper and deeper humility and
confidence at the same time. Neither swaggering
nor sniveling. . . . [ have many good things in my
life — family, work, spiritual disciplines, etc. But
none of these good things are ultimate things to
me. None of them are things I absolutely have
to have, so there is a limit to how much anxiety,
bitterness, and despondency they can inflict on
me when they are threatened and lost.”

— Tim Keller, Ockenga Preaching Series, 2006



May the Lord bless them...

# On Sunday, Aug. 2,
|~ CrossWay once again
sent the Mike Green-
hoe family back to
Kandern, Germany,

- with our blessings.

Mike & Kari,
along with Grant,
Clark, and Gracia,
have now returned
to the Black Forest
Academy to teach
the children of missionaries serving around the world. God be with you ’til
we meet again!

Katelyn on the move ... for the Lord
When Katelyn Ward was invited to join the youth group team from Fourth

Reformed Church (Grand Rapids) on their mission trip to McLain, Mississippi, she
jumped at the chance to serve. From June 6 - 13 Katelyn was on the mission field,
working with her peers to complete 18 construction projects including staircases
and ramps for a post-flood restoration of mobile homes. Of course, along with the
work of their hands, they found plenty of opportunities to bless with conversations
that touched troubled lives.

While there, the group found time to serve at Camp Joy all week, leading kids
through homework and activities, including outdoor games and Bible-related fun
that engendered a spirit of service among the children. The teens engaged in night- %
ly devotional and worship times as well. ,

Katelyn asks
that we pray for:

Miss Tina as she serves the kids and faithfully
follows the Lord through brokenness

this town as it’s experienced a lot of poverty and
division

t no hurricanes as it’s affected a lot of people

5 Katelyn traveled to Mississippi, having requested and
~__ received short-term mission funding. You’re welcome to
apply similarly. See Pam Reed, missions coordinator.

Coming this month...

On Sunday, Sept. 20, Ed Lyons will return to cy shelter kits. Ed is the ministry’s director of mission
CrossWay to provide an update on the situation in the ~ advancement. We'll be meeting in the sanctuary at 11:30
Nuba Mountains of Sudan, for which our congregation a.m. for Sunday School. Please plan for your whole
has been engaged in fundraising this summer, with a family to welcome him once more. You'll be pleased to
goal of $15,000 to provide 250 families with emergen- know that we are rapidly approaching our $15,000 goal!




Our long-awaited family
days at camp brought fun
& fellowship for the families
of CrossWay

Let’s do it again!

LAKE MICHIGAN
family campground




Christian persecution in China

by Dan Hart, senior editor at The Washington Stand
August 20, 2026

As China’s communist regime continues to accelerate its oppression of Christian pastors and believers, a
campaign to allow a persecuted pastor ailing from cancer to reunite with his family is intensifying ahead of Xi
Jinping’s summit with President Donald Trump in Washington in September.

Last week, reports surfaced that three young pastors of the independent Maizhong Reformed Church in Fuyang
have been sentenced “to prison terms of up to one year and seven months” simply for performing weddings and
organizing religious instruction, among other ordinary pastoral work. The court accused the Christian pastors of
“organizing illegal gatherings” after the communist regime had legally shut down the church, claiming that their
activities “had severely disrupted public order.”

Outcry over the case has grown after the wife of one of the pastors, Xu Chao, described the miscarriage of
justice on social media. “What is infuriating is that people who clearly committed no crime have been forcibly
convicted, while those who illegally installed surveillance equipment in my home remain free from consequenc-
es,” she wrote. “Those who cause innocent people to suffer injustice are the ones who are guilty. History will
remember everything that is happening today and will judge every decision that has been made.”

As noted by ChinaAid, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has increasingly employed charges of “ille-
gal business operations,” “fraud,” “inciting subversion of state power,” and “organizing illegal gatherings” to
describe routine activities of churches that are disfavored by the state ever since it instituted its revised Regu-
lations on Religious Affairs in 2018. As a result, a number estimated to be in the thousands of “unregistered”
house churches have been shut down, and hundreds of pastors have been imprisoned.

A particularly tragic case that is being spotlighted by human rights advocates is that of Pastor John Cao, a per-
manent resident of the U.S. who spent seven years in a Chinese prison simply for serving the destitute along the
China-Myanmar border. As described by ChinaAid Founder and President Bob Fu, Cao is being restricted from
leaving the country to reunite with his family despite suffering from rapidly progressing stage 4 prostate cancer.

“He has been a faithful pastor, humanitarian, [and] educator,” Fu related during “Washington Watch” Wednes-
day. “He could have chosen to lead a comfortable American dream life when he came to the U.S. more than 40
years ago. But he felt God called him to really continue the gospel ministry — and especially on the field of
education in China. And so, he established essentially 16 schools for 2,000 children on the China-Myanmar border
for those children who are under persecution by the Myanmar military regime and who otherwise would not have
any education at all. He gathered churches from the Chinese underground church and American churches [to] help
them. But for that, basically, he was lured back into China and then sentenced to seven years [of] imprisonment.”

Fu continued, “He served [every] single day of [the] seven years, and unfortunately, the Chinese government
[is] still preventing him from coming back to reunite with his Caucasian-American wife ... and their two sons
and even their first grandchild. ... [N]Jow he has been diagnosed with stage 4 prostate cancer and [it] is spread-
ing into his bones, and he’s not able even to walk anymore at the age of 67 years old.”

Fu, who serves as a senior fellow for International Religious Freedom at FRC, went on to urge President
Trump to appeal to Chinese President Xi Jinping during their upcoming September 24 summit in Washington to
allow Cao to reunite with his family. “[T]ime is of the essence,” he underscored. “We urge ... President Trump
to speak from really [a] humanitarian basis to President Xi Jinping ... to just give back his passport and allow
him to fly back to spend the rest of his limited time on this earth to be with his family.”

Fu highlighted a petition drive asking the president to advocate on behalf of Cao with a goal of reaching
100,000 signatures before the September 24 summit. “Please pray fervently that the Lord will grant mercy and
grace for President Trump to hear these petitions and make an appeal to [Xi] to get Pastor John Cao to be home
with his family in the next few weeks,” he concluded.



